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program oF events

Reception
Music performed by Petr Cancura, BMus/01 and Down Home: 
Richie Barshay – drums 
Garth Stevenson – bass 
Brian Drye – trombone, piano 
Kirk Knuffke – cornet 

Dinner Seating

Welcoming Remarks by the Master of Ceremonies
Stefan Keyes, BJ/09, Journalist/Producer, CTV News

President’s Address
Roseann O’Reilly Runte, President and Vice-Chancellor

Carleton University Alumni Association (CUAA)  
President’s Address 
Jay Nordenstrom, BA/02

Dinner Service

Carleton University Students’ Association (CUSA)  
Ravens Award for Commitment to the Carleton Community
Ariel Norman

Carleton University  
Alumni Volunteer of the Year Award 
Linda Gunning, CCR/04

Dessert Service 

CUAA Award Presentations: 
Young Alumni Achievement Award
Chris Dieni, PhD/08

Humanitarian Alumni Award
Maude Barlow, BA/74, LL.D./10

A.D. Dunton Alumni Award of Distinction
Eric Sprott, BComm/65, LL.D./03

Musical Performance 
Petr Cancura, BMus/01 and Down Home
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Welcome to the second annual Alumni Leadership Gala. 
Established in 2012, this annual event provides the opportunity for 
Carleton and the Carleton University Alumni Association to 
recognize, applaud and honour our accomplished alumni and 
present them in the spotlight they deserve. Carleton graduates 
around the world are excelling in their careers and contributing to 
society through outstanding voluntary support in their 
communities and with their alma mater.  An evening of 
celebration, this event exemplifies Carleton alumni pride and 
commitment.

aboUt the event

the Carleton University 
alUmni assoCiation

The Carleton University Alumni Association (CUAA) is a thriving 
organization of over 130,000 Carleton graduates living and 
working in Canada and around the world. A worldwide network of 
45 chapters and affiliates of the association extends across 
Canada in major cities, the U.S. and overseas.  

As the official voice of Carleton graduates, the mission of the 
CUAA is to represent the interests and expectations of alumni 
living around the world to the University and to ensure that alumni 
have an enduring voice in University affairs and advancement. The 
CUAA serves as a link between Carleton University and its 
graduates, helping alumni stay in touch and involved with the 
University and providing opportunities for social interaction, 
networking and volunteer service of all kinds. 



Stefan launched his journalism career in 
2008 at CTV Ottawa during his third year 
in journalism at Carleton University. He 
worked behind the camera, producing 
and assisting in editorial capacities for 
CTV before making the transition to 
on-air talent. Before launching a career in 

television journalism, Stefan volunteered at CKCU radio with a 
program titled Third World Players. 

Stefan works tirelessly to give back to the City of Ottawa through 
his involvement with several community groups, including the arts 
education group MASC, the Michaëlle Jean Foundation, 
Ottawa Community Housing, Black History Ottawa, Rhema 
Christian Centre, the Ottawa School of Speech and Drama, 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc., and Caribbean Voices—just to 
name a few. 

Aside from journalism, his passions include the arts. He is a 
talented singer and actor, having backed up Grammy award-
winning gospel artist Tramaine Hawkins and played “Benny” in a 
local production of RENT. Stefan has sung for diverse crowds in 
Canada, the United States and Jamaica and has acted in several 
live theatre productions as well as film and televison.

master oF Ceremonies

Stefan Keyes, BJ/09
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Born in Eastern Europe, brought up in 
the wilderness of the Great White North, 
and later thrusting into the urban Jungle 
of New York City, it is no surprise that 
Petr Cancura’s musical palette is as wide 
as it is. A saxophonist with a vast 

knowledge of Jazz, Balkan, African and American folk traditions, 
Petr performs on banjo and mandolin as well as on the medium 
format black & white camera… all of which influences each other 
into a Roots Song & Improvising music machine with a visual 
sensibility.

Petr Cancura has performed with Grammy-nominated Danilo 
Perez, Grammy-nominated Julian Lage, Bob Moses, Joe Morris, 
Jacek Kochan, Kathleen Edwards, Kenny Wollesen, Joe Maneri, 
Cecil McBee and the Juno award-winning Mighty Popo. He is 
currently performing as part of the Ghost Train Orchestra, The 
Richie Barshay RB3, The Forro Brass Band and others. Petr’s 
source of expression is most focused on his blend of Americana 
roots music and jazz in his groups Big Sky and Down Home. 

The adventure continues with Petr Cancura’s position as the 
Programming Director of the Ottawa International Jazz Festival, 
crafting together a world class festival with hundreds of shows 
annually. You may also find Cancura in the classroom giving 
workshops all across the US and Canada.

Petr Cancura, BMus/01

FeatUreD entertainment



aWarD DesCription

The Carleton University Students’ Association (CUSA)  
Ravens Award

The Ravens Award is presented annually to an 
outstanding student who will graduate within the calendar year. 
The candidate shall have demonstrated a strong commitment to 
extra-curricular activities of the Carleton University Students’ 
Association throughout their academic career.  The candidates will 
have attended the University for at least two fall/winter sessions. 
The candidate shall be in good academic standing.

The candidate must have shown a dedication to the Carleton 
University community and student body.
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aWarD reCipient

Ariel Norman

From her first year at Carleton University, Ariel became involved 
with student organizations through the Rideau River Residence 
Association and with university programming through the First in 
the Family initiative.  From there, her involvement grew to include 
active involvement in student clubs, CUSA, Fall Orientation, 
various administrative boards at Carleton, and a diverse array of 
competitive and philanthropic events hosted either at or by 
Carleton.Through her involvement with RRRA and CUSA, Ariel 
helped increase participation and engagement in student clubs 
and in the governance council.  The fact that Ariel was re-elected 
for a second term as a student executive demonstrates her 
commitment to enhancing student life at Carleton. Ariel has 
consistently taken great pride and care in her commitment to 
to her fellow students.

“...Ariel has had a very successful career 
as a Carleton student leader, and the uni-
versity community has greatly benefitted 
from her involvement.  She was able to 
make positive change in all the organiza-
tions that she worked with and has defi-
nitely left her mark.  I believe Ariel will 
continue to do great things in the future.”
-Nominator Jeremy Brzozowski
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aWarD DesCription

Carleton University  
Alumni Volunteer of the Year Award

The Alumni Volunteer of the Year award was established in 2004 to 
recognize one of the university’s greatest assets—our dedicated 
alumni volunteers. The award is given annually to an active 
member of the Carleton University Alumni Association whose 
spirit and commitment to Carleton are exemplary.

Through their time and effort, these selfless individuals advance 
Carleton in Ottawa, across Canada and around the world. They 
are our greatest ambassadors who have made an identifiable, 
exemplary contribution which benefits the Alumni Association 
and/or Carleton University, its programs, student or alumni  
population. Their efforts encourage other graduates to stay 
connected with Carleton. They remind other graduates to be 
proud of their degrees, and encourage them to send their sons, 
daughters and neighbours here for their post-secondary educa-
tion. And, they help convince others to give back to the university, 
to ensure our students have the best resources available for a 
dynamic education.

This award is proudly sponsored by Manulife Financial.
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aWarD reCipient

Linda Gunning, CCR/04

“In her volunteer work as the Carleton 
University Insight Mediation Coaching 
Program Coordinator, Linda is an 
enthusiastic ambassador for    
Carleton, its program, its students and the 
Ottawa community.”
-Nominator Diana MacTier

Linda Gunning began her work with the less fortunate in 
Montreal in the early sixties at the age of 15, when she 
collected food in her high school for families of the working poor.
This work brought about an interest in overseas development, 
and in 1965 she volunteered with CUSO and spent the following 
two years teaching and traveling through Africa. She has since 
added to her education and experience by completing numerous 
courses and workshops in business, social services, church, and 
conflict. Her work experiences include serving as a board member 
and chair of the Ottawa Food Bank and of the Sandy Hill 
Community Health Centre.  Linda has served as the Executive 
Director of the Military Family Resource Centre for the National 
Capital Area and as a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Royal Commonwealth Society, Ottawa Branch.  

Linda is a graduate of the Post-Graduate Diploma Program in 
Conflict Resolution (GCCR) and she serves as the GCCR 
Coaching Program Administrator and as the program’s Skills 
Assessment Coordinator. Linda is an enthusiastic ambassador for 
Carleton, its programs, its students and the Ottawa community.  
She has been the volunteer coach coordinator for the program for 
the past three years and has devoted over 500 hours per year to 
the development of the students and coaches. Through her 
efforts, Carleton has been able to attract and develop a significant 
presence as a centre of expertise in conflict resolution education 
and research.
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aWarD DesCription

Carleton University Alumni Association 
Young Alumni Achievement Award

The Young Alumni Achievement Award recognizes a recent 
graduate who has achieved significant accomplishments in their 
professional or personal achievements since graduation. They will 
have received their degree, graduate or undergraduate, within the 
last 10 years and must be 35 years of age or younger at December 
31 of the respective year.

These distinguished young individuals reflect the values of 
Carleton University and set an inspirational example for future 
young Carleton alumni to follow.

This award was established in 2013 by the Carleton University 
Alumni Association. 
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aWarD reCipient

Chris Dieni, PhD/08

“Chris is the poster child for Carleton’s science  
department. He proves that with a strong  
foundation in the field of chemistry, one can 
apply his/her skills to the professional and  
academic world and become a successful 
member of Carleton’s Young Alumni  
community.”
-Nominator Jared Fisk

Chris Dieni graduated from Carleton in 2008 with a PhD in 
chemistry.  Since then, he has created the Dieni Research Group, 
and he is currently the Margaret and Wallace McCain Postdoctoral 
Fellow in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at Mount 
Allison University.

Since graduation Mr. Dieni has gone on to work in some of the 
world’s most prestigious labs and has been the recipient of over 
$150,000 in fellowship grants. In addition, he has volunteered 
his time and expertise as a mentor to students and as a judge at 
countless competitions across North America.
 
His private sector experience allows him to provide insight and 
advice to his students. Mr. Dieni was instrumental in helping 
develop medical dressing, an adhesive nitric oxide-releasing patch 
that, when applied to injection points, was used to prevent 
infection. He found great success as a professional and has since 
been able to demonstrate to his students how theory and 
knowledge can be applied successfully in a real-world scenario.

In addition to molding young minds and being a soundboard 
for ideas, Mr. Dieni continues to excel as a researcher. With eight 
articles circulating in professional medical science journals and 
with another couple set for release in the upcoming year, Mr. Dieni 
continues to exemplify the strong principles of a young graduate 
deserving of this achievement.

10



aWarD DesCription

Carleton University Alumni Association 
Humanitarian Alumni Award

Established in 2012 to commemorate Carleton’s 70th anniversary, 
the Humanitarian Alumni Award pays tribute to graduates who 
have made significant contributions to the well-being of society 
and to members of society through their dedication, generosity 
and commitment to the betterment of the global community. 

Presented to a Carleton University alumna/alumnus in 
recognition of her/his distinguished volunteer community service, 
at home or abroad, which has made a difference to the well-being 
of others, these distinguished individuals reflect the values of 
Carleton University––responsive to the needs of the community, 
conquering adversity, and skilled and determined to meet the 
needs of local and global communities.

This award is proudly sponsored by TD Insurance Meloche  
Monnex.
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aWarD reCipient

Maude Barlow, BA/74, LL.D./10

 
Maude Barlow is the National Chairperson of the Council of 
Canadians and chairs the board of Washington-based Food and 
Water Watch. She is a founding member of the San Francisco–
based International Forum on Globalization and a Councillor with 
the Hamburg-based World Future Council. 
 
Maude is the recipient of eleven honorary doctorates as well as 
many awards, including the 2005 Right Livelihood Award (known 
as the “Alternative Nobel”), the Citation of Lifetime Achievement 
at the 2008 Canadian Environment Awards, the 2009 Earth Day 
Canada Outstanding Environmental Achievement Award, the 2009 
Planet in Focus Eco Hero Award, and the 2011 EarthCare Award, 
the highest international honour of the Sierra Club (US). 
 
In 2008/2009, she served as Senior Advisor on Water to the 63rd 
President of the United Nations General Assembly and was a 
leader in the campaign to have water recognized as a human right 
by the UN. She is also the author of dozens of reports, as well as 
16 books, including the international best seller Blue Covenant: 
The Global Water Crisis and The Coming Battle for the Right to 
Water.

“Maude Barlow is an outspoken 
crusader for Canadian sovereignty and 
citizens’ rights best known 
internationally for her work on water.”
-Nominator Kimalee Phillip
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aWarD DesCription

Carleton University Alumni Association
A.D. Dunton Alumni Award of Distinction

The A.D. Dunton Alumni Award of Distinction is Carleton’s 
highest alumni honour. It is given annually to a graduate in 
recognition of outstanding achievement or contribution in any 
field of endeavour. 

The award is named in memory of Carleton’s fourth president, 
who served the university from 1958-1972. Arnold Davidson 
Dunton was a man whose own outstanding achievements and 
contributions to his country, as a journalist, head of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation and Co-Chairman of the Bilingualism 
and Biculturalism Commission, are legendary. Through his 
dynamic leadership, the University grew and prospered and 
its reputation as a national institution of learning with unique 
strengths was firmly established. 

Above all, A.D. Dunton was a fitting role model for Carleton—
someone whose remarkable achievements and commitment 
inspired the entire University community to excel. With this award, 
the CUAA recognizes those graduates whose individual 
accomplishments continue to inspire and motivate us all. 

This award is proudly sponsored by MBNA.

Arnold Davidson Dunton
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aWarD reCipient

Eric Sprott, BCOMM/65, LL.D./03

“Eric Sprott has proven to be true leader, 
in both business and philanthropy. His 
commitment to social justice and welfare 
represents the best of what a Carleton 
alumnus can and should strive for – 
making the world a better place.”
-Nominator Steven Rosenhek

Eric Sprott has achieved remarkable success in business as the 
founder of one of Canada’s largest independently owned 
institutional brokerage firms and as top-ranked asset manager. 
Eric has more than 40 years of experience in the investment 
industry. After earning his designation as a chartered 
accountant, Eric entered the investment industry as a research 
analyst at Merrill Lynch. In 1981, he founded Sprott Securities (now 
called Cormark Securities Inc.), which today is one of Canada’s 
largest independently owned securities firms. In 2001, Eric 
established Sprott Asset Management Inc.

Eric’s investment expertise is well represented in his track 
record in managing the Sprott Hedge Fund L.P., Sprott Hedge 
Fund L.P. II, Sprott Bull/Bear RSP Fund, Sprott Offshore Funds, 
Sprott Canadian Equity Fund, Sprott Silver Equities Class and 
Sprott Managed Accounts.  

He is also a noted philanthropist who has given very generously to 
many good causes, the two most significant being the Canadian 
Hunger Foundation and Carleton University. His generosity to 
his alma mater has had a major and ongoing impact. In 1996, he 
endowed a bursary fund that now helps more than 1000 students 
each year; in 2001, he made a major gift and the Sprott School of 
Business was named in his honour. 
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